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Instructor 
Office Location 
Office Hours 
Phone Number 
E-mail Address 
Course Description 
Syllabus 
University Foundations: EIU 1111 
D t..iJ I 'f:V I C.-:J· 
Hopgooa 
Room 2100 Ninth Street Hall 
Monday through Friday 8 - 4:30 
581-5986 
csdch@eiu.edu 
Section 3 
University Foundations is an inquiry into university traditions, resources, expectations, and controversies. 
Students are challenged to reflect upon and to more fully appreciate their intellectual potential, their diversity, 
and their moral responsibilities in a framework that develops critical thinking, learning and communication 
skills. An experiential learning component engages students in the scholarly community. 
Textbook 
Gordon, V. N., & Minnick, T. L. (1996). Foundations: A reader for new college students. Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
Course Objectives 
University Foundations is a writing-active course having four objectives: 
• To familiarize students with the expectations, policies, resources, and traditions of Eastern Illinois University. 
• To develop the critical thinking, learning, and communication skills necessary for students to contribute to 
the intellectual life of the university. 
•To develop informed perspectives (through the process of debate) on personal, academic, and moral issues in 
higher education. 
•To engage students in the educational and social life of the university. 
Student Learning Objectives 
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to 
1) Describe classroom norms, university policies/procedures, and faculty expectations. 
2) Explain the purposes of higher education. 
3) Use the resources and services provided by Eastern Illinois University. 
4) Identify common problems and pressures facing today's college students. 
5) Formulate a four-year educational plan. 
6) Imagine how college will affect their lives. 
7) Conduct reliable primary and secondary research. 
8) Explain college level reading, writing and learning techniques. 
9) Communicate more effectively (orally and in writing) with professors and peers. 
10) Analyze, criticize and construct arguments on controversial issues in higher education. 
Course Outline 
Dates 
Week One 
Aug. 21 
Aug23 
Week Two 
Aug28 
Aug30 
Week Three 
Sep. 4 
Sep.6 
Week Four 
)ep. 11 
Sep. 13 
Sep. 15, 16 
Week Five 
Sep. 18 
Sep.20 
Week Six 
Sep.25 
Sep.27 
Week Seven 
Oct. 2 
1ct. 4 
Activities 
Syllabus, Icebreaker, EIU 
Seminar Discussion 
Seminar Discussion 
Campus Familiarity Exercise 
Labor Day 
Seminar Discussion 
Group A, Seminar 
Workshop 
Physical Fitness Foundation Day 
Workshop 
Group B, Seminar 
Library Orientation 
Library research project 
Academic Foundation Day 
Discussion of programs 
Assignments Due 
"The Value of a College Education" 
Halverson & Meiland 
Obtain E-mail Account at Student Services, B-8 
"The Value of Higher Education 
Bennett, Cicarelli, Cousins & Booth 
Writing Assignment 1 
E-mail Journal Assignment 1 
"What Can I Expect From College" 
Gordon, Finster & Halsey 
Writing Assignment 2 
"What Can I Expect From College" 
Thurber, Zinsser, Gee, Newman & Newman 
Writing Assignment 3 
"How Can I Succeed Academically" 
Hall, Parks, Brown, Siebert & Gilpin 
Friday/Saturday Assessment Clinic 
Saturday, Walk/Run, O'Brien Stadium, 11 am 
"How Can I Succeed Academically" 
Roberts, Gold 
"How Can I Plan my Education Wisely" 
Burtchaell, Raspberry, Goodman, Minnick 
Writing Assignment 4 
Meet at McAfee 
E-mail Journal Assignment 2 
In Class Assignment 
Attend an academic department program 
Week Eight 
')ct. 9 
Oct. 11 
Week Nine 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 18 
'\Veek Ten 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 25 
Week Eleven 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 1 
"N eek Twelve 
8ov. 6 
Nov. 8 
Week Thirteen 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 15 
(Nov 20, 22 
Week Fourteen 
Nov. 27 
Nov. 29 
Week Fifteen 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 7 
Group C, Seminar "What Should I Know About Careers" 
Rodrigues, Burgess, Baker, Thoreau 
Writing Assignment 5 
Workshop E-Mail Journal Assignment 3 
Support Services Foundation Day Attend support services program 
Discussion of programs 
Group D "What are my Rights and Responsibilities" 
Halverson & Carter, Krutch, Minnick, Covey 
Writing Assignment 6 
Workshop 
Group E, Seminar 
Workshop 
Group F, Seminar 
Workshop 
Community Foundation Day 
Discussion ofVolunteerism 
Thanksgiving Break) 
Class Project 
Class Project 
Class Project 
Class Project 
Student Foundation Day 
"What is Diversity" 
Erickson, Schoenberger, Evans, and Jarvis 
Writing Assignment 7 
"What is Diversity" 
Coleman, Bums, King 
"Is There Life After College?" 
Allen, Pellegrino, Sheehy, Steinem 
Writing Assignment 8 
Meet at Dvorak Concert Hall, 4 pm 
Seminar Discussions 
A seminar is defined as "a meeting for an exchange of ideas in a particular area" (Webster's II). Our seminars 
will explore basic questions related to college life. There will be six student led interactive group seminars. 
Groups of three to four students will be given the primary responsibility for fostering the dialogue. Each group 
will make arrangements to meet with the instructor to discuss presentation ideas. Each group is required to: 
1) ensure that every member is knowledgeable about all of the assigned articles. 
2) distribute~ brief typewritten summary of the readings to the class. 
3) introduce the readings with a verbal overview and a thought-provoking device. 
4) engage the class in the relevant issues. 
5) maintain a high quality discussion. 
6) verbally summarize the progress the class has made in resolving the issues. 
Writing Assignments 
Assignments should be several thoughtful typewritten paragraphs of grammatically correct prose (1-2 pages ). 
Writing Assignment 1 Write one-paragraph summaries of the readings assigned for today. (Identify the 
issue in each reading, state the author's position on the issue, and provide the 
author's argument for that position.) 
Writing Assignment 2 Compare and contrast the developmental theories of Perry and Chickering. Use 
quotations drawn from the text as evidence of these similarities and differences. 
Writing Assignment 3 The readings by Thurber, Zinsser, Gee, and Newman & Newman explore the 
nature of the stressful situations often encountered by college students. Provide a 
concrete example from your own life, or from people you have just met at college, 
or from your imagination that relates to one of the readings. Explain what advice 
you believe the author would offer to the person in your example. Then state what 
advice you would offer for a person in that situation. Do you agree with the author 
or not? Why? 
Writing Assignment 4 Some people argue that the primary function of a college education is job training, 
i.e., to prepare students to enter the workforce. Write a paragraph explaining the 
objections that Burtchaell, Raspberry, Goodman, Minnick would raise against this 
position. 
Writing Assignment 5 How do Rodriguez, Burgess, Baker and Thoreau describe work? Are their 
descriptions accurate? Which of the following is most important to you in 
selecting a career: status, money, type of work, contributing to the good of 
society, working conditions, influence, or perks or something else? Create an 
argument to justify your view. 
Writing Assignment 6 What kinds of behavior are inappropriate at a university? Write a code of conduct 
for yourself and for all Eastern Illinois University students. In what ways would 
two of the following authors: Halverson & Carter, Krutch, Minnick, or Covey 
agree or disagree with the code that you have written? 
Writing Assignment 7 What explanations do Erickson & Strommer, Schoenberger, Evans, and Jarvis 
provide for prejudice and discrimination? Have you ever experienced . 
discrimination? Explain. How should a person react when discrimination occurs? 
Provide an example. 
Writing Assignment 8 Would any of the following authors: Allen, Pellegrino, Sheehy, Steinem agree 
with the statement that "college is over-rated"? Support your position. Explain 
what aspects of college life will provide you with the greatest satisfaction after 
you graduate. Why? 
E-Mail Journal Assignments 
These assignments are graded on a credit/no credit basis. 
E-Mail Assigninent 1 What has been the biggest challenge you have encountered since coming to 
Eastern? How are you dealing with this challenge? Now that you have been here 
for several weeks, what advice would you give to newly arriving students? 
E-Mail Assignment 2 What has surprised you the most since you arrived at Eastern? In what ways do 
you feel that you have grown? What opportunities for intellectual, social, or 
personal growth do you see in the near future? 
E-Mail Assignment 3 What have you most liked and most disliked about college life so far? How have 
you changed since arriving at Eastern? Who has influenced you the most? 
In Class Assignments 
These assignments include a library research project, Foundation Day events, and other quizzes or activities. 
Grading is credit/no credit. 
Foundation Days 
Physical Fitness Foundation Day On Sep. 15 from 5-9pm and Sep 16 from 10am-12pm, the Student 
Recreation Center will offer fitness screenings. The Foundation Day 
Walk/Jog/Run is scheduled for Saturday at 11 am. 
Academic Foundation Day Academic departments will offer lectures, panel presentations or other 
activities on choosing majors, career opportunities in the field, or student/ 
faculty research on October 2 and 3. 
Support Services Foundation Day Student Support Services will host students for workshops and other 
activities on October 16 and 17. 
Community Foundation Day Students will work perform volunteer work at a local nonprofit agency on 
during class time. This experience will be coordinated by the Student 
Volunteer Center (348-0188). 
Student Foundation Day This day occurs on Thursday, Dec 7 from 4-6 p.m. It replaces the 
traditional final exam. Classes meet together for an awards ceremony in 
Dvorak Concert Hall, then attend breakout sessions where each class 
summarizes their class project to other University Foundation students and 
instructors. 
Class Project 
Students create and develop a college-life project on a theme from the course. The project must represent a 
main theme of the course. It must be a creative endeavor that reflects the skills that were taught during the 
~ourse, and it must allow for everyone in the class to contribute. 
Attendance and Participation 
Due to the seminar nature of the course, attendance and active participation in class is required. 
Evaluation 
The standard college scale will be used. The weights given to the components of the final grade are as follows: 
Writing Assignments 30% 
E-Mail Journal Assignments 10% 
In-Class Assignments 10% 
Class Project 20% 
Attendance and Participation 30% 
Accommodations 
Students who need accommodations for disability, should contact the instructors as soon as possible. Students 
should also contact the Office of Disability Services at 581-6583. 
Important Dates, Fall 2000 
First Class Day 
Labor Day 
Mid-Term 
Fall Break 
Thanksgiving Break 
Last Class Day 
Final Exams 
Important Phone Numbers 
Academic Advising 
Academic Assessment 
& Testing 
Booth Library 
Cashier 
The Counseling Center 
Career Services 
Disability Services 
Financial Aid Office 
Health Ed Resource Center 
Health Services 
Honors Programs 
The Learning Asst. Center 
Minority Student Affairs 
Reading Center 
581-2313 
581-5896 
581-6072 
581-5223 
581-3413 
581-2412 
581-6583 
581-3712 
581-7786 
581-3013 
581-2017 
581-6696 
581-6690 
581-7898 
Aug. 21 
Sept. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 20 
Nov. 20-24 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 11-15 
Records Office 
Registration Office 
Student Life 
University Housing 
University Police 
Writing Center 
581-3511 
581-3831 
581-3967 
581-5111 
581-3213 
581-5929 
